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Charles Goddard, Bureau of Hazardous Waste
Berton Mead, Region ©
PCB Contamination at Universal Waste, City of Utica, Oneida County

April 5, 1979

Cn April 3, 1979, after receiving results from samples taken in 1977 from
the subject site, members of my staff made a follow-up investigation at the
site. They met with Messrs. Joseph Jiampietro and Joseph Alberico, President
and Vice-President, respectively of Universal Waste. Mr. Jiampietro was co-
overative in answering questions and anxious to solve any problems connected
with Universal Waste.

Universal Waste is a salvage company in the business of concentrating scrap
metal for resale. Part of their business involves salvaging metals from used
electrical transformers. Mr. Jiampietro said that all their transformers are
bought indirectly from Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. le contends that their
transformers are drained prior to acquisition.

Universal Waste has been at its present site since 1957. Prior to that, the
site, along with the surrounding area, was used as the Utica dump. This area
is in an active flood plain.

The Mohawk River skirts along the northern and western boundary of the 20+
acre site. A storm sewer runs underground from west to eaat through the mid-
dle of the site and into an open ditch which dumps in the Mohawk River. This
same storm sewer drains another scrap metal dealer, Empire Recycling, and an
area that Westinghouse's transformer repair shop sat on. We believe that all
three facilities do, or did in the past, handle and dispose of PCB's. The
three facilities are within 7,000 feet of each other.

Seven earth and sediment samples were taken in 1977 for PCB analysis. Six
surface samples (6" depth) were taken from the Universal Waste site and one
from the ditch sediment off site.

Samples #1, 2, 3, and 4 were taken generally as background samples, Sample
#5 was taken next to a pile of old capacitors and sample #6 was taken next to
a pile of old barrels. Sample #5 had an accumulation value of +50,000 ppm
PCB and #6 had a value of +30,000 ppm PCB. Sample #7, taken from the open
ditch sediment off site, had an accumulation value of +68 ppm PCB. -Sample
#10 and 11, taken from the storm sewer discharge pipes, also had high values
of trichloroethylene.
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1 am requesting advice and/or technical assistance on the following items:.

A.

E.

Universal Waste is requesting prompt information about an acceptable
disposal site for the old capacitors on their site. They disclain
ownership of the capacitors, but are eager to dispose of them.

Universal Waste is looking for a way to make safe the area in which
the high PCB devels were recorded, either by removal or covering.

I believe that additional investigation and sampling needs to be done
at all three sites. This involves laboratory time and assistance in
PCB sampling techniques.

I believe that additional investigation and sampling needs to be done
to determine if high concemtrations of PCD may be entering the Mohawk
River and/or information on how to prevent further PCB movement.

The public knows of the PCB problem at the site and is interested in
what the Department’'s position is and what action we intend to take
to correct it. This decision should be made soon and given to the
concerned people in the Utica area.

Please advise me,-at your earliest convenience, about the above issues.

further detailed investigation is warrante

the Central Office, and in what time frame.

Ferton E. Mead, P.E.
Regional Engineer
Region 6

BEM:DMS :ks
Attachrents

ce:

J. Marsch
J. Luz

d, what assistance is available from
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DIVISION oF. LABODATOPIES AND RESEARCH
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
(PAGE 1 OF 1)
LAB ACCESSION NOg 00633 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 77/07/15/11

) REPORTING LAB: 17 EHC ALBANY

PROGRAM: S20 INDUSTRIAL WASTES

_ STATION (SOURCE) NO3

e’

L,

I DRAINAGE BASTM: 12 NY GAZETTEER NO: 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA

COORDINATES: 43 DEG 06' 26"N, 75 DEG 12! 43"A
_ COMMONM NAME INCL SUSw'SHED:D UNIVERSAL WASTE INC DUPLICATE REPORT

EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMPLE SITE #1 LUZ=1
TYPE OF SAMPLE: 39 MISC, LIQ, WASTE

D) MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLING: FROM 00/00 TO 07/14/14

%)
>
&)
>

O

O o ©

)

O

REPCRT SENT TQ: CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO () FED (0) CHEM (0)

PARAMETER | ’ UNIT  RESULT NOTATION
038003 P.C.B,s AROCLOR 1016/1242 . MCG/G 1,
038103 P.C,B,s AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 7.
041603 P.C.B,sAROCHLOR 1260 o MCG/G 2,

DATE COMPLETED3 . 3/22/79

-

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATIGN

UTICA STATE OFFICE BuILDIMG- ‘

207 GEMESEE STREET : '

UTICA, N,Y, 13500 : ' SUBMITTED BY: LUZ
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0197 - NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
- s DIVISION OF LABCRATORIES ANMD RESEARCH
K ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER
-/

| ' RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
B (PAGE | OF 1)
LAB ACCESSION NO: 00632 YR/KO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 77/07/15/11

® REPORTING LAR: 17 EHC ALBANY
PROGRAM: S20.'INMDUSTRIAL wASTES
STATION (SOURCE) MO
B DRAINAGE RBASIN: 12 NY GAZETTEER NOg 3202 COUNTY; ONEIDA
COORDIMATES: 43 0EG 06' 20"N, 75 DEG 12' 43"wW
COMMON NAME TNCL SUBW!SHED: UNIVERSAL WASTE INC DUPLICATE REPOHTT

EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMPLE SITE =2 Luz-a
TYPE OF SAMPLE: 39 MISC, LI3, WASTE
B M0/0AY/HR OF SAMPLINGS FROM 0G/n0 TO 07/14/15
REPORT SENT T0: CO (1) RQ (2) LPHE (o) LHO (0) FED (0) CHEH (0)

S PARAMETER N | UNIT ~ RESULT NOTATION

2

®

®

@ 038003 P.C,B.r AROCLOR 1016/1242 : MCG/G 3.
038103 P,C.B,r ARGCLOR 1254 -~ - MCG/G 50,

-

®

®

e
DATE COMPLETED: 3/224T9

e

® _

NYS DEPT, OF EMVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATICN

2 UTICA STATE GFETCE SUILDING
207 GEMESEE STREET |
> UTICA, N_Y, 135Q0 , SUBMITTED B8Y: LUZ
' .
™
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NEW YNRK STATE NEPARTMENMT NF WEALTH
o DIVISION OF LLARORATORIES AND RESEARCH
e ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

- RESULTS NF EXAMINATION
@ (PAGE 1 OF 1)

LAB ACCESSION NO: 0Ue31 YR/MO/CAY/HR SAMPLE REC'Dy 77/707/715/11
Gingpnqrtuc LARBS 17 EHC ALBANY
PROGRAM: 520 INDUSTRIAL WASTES
STATION (SOURCE) MO
@ pDRATNAGE BASTIM: 12 NY GAZETTEER NO: 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA
COORDINATES) 43 DEG ae' 20"N, 75 DEG 12" 43"%

COMMON NAME INCL SUBw!SHEDY UNIVERSAL
EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMPLE SITE #3 LUZ=3
TYPE QF SA+PLE: 39 MISC, LIG, WASTE

'thO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLING: FROM 00/00 TO 07/14/15

REPORT SENT TO: CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (0) FED (0) CHEM (0)

NASTE INC DUPLICATE REPORT

NOTATION

Lz

@ PARAMETER UNTT RESULT
35‘
%"
o
@ 038003 P.C.Bes AROCLOR 1016/1242 MCG/G 2.
f"ossxos P_C,8,, AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 4,
. 041603 P.C.B.sAROCHLOR 1250 MCG/G 2.
@ |
@

DATE COMPLETED: 3/22/79 o
v _ eyt
o - "y
: NYS DEPT, OF ENVIROMMENMTAL CUNSERVATION , oo L e
o UTICA STATE OFFICE BUILDING T T ‘
' 207 GENESEF STREET
: UTICA, N,Y, 13500 SUBMITTED BY!:
e 4 . _
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF LARDRATOURIES AND RESEARCH
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
(PAGE { OF 1)
LAB ACCESSICN NO3 00630 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 77/07/15/11

REPORTING LABS 17 EHC ALBANY

5 PROGRAM; S20 INDUSTRIAL wASTES

Nt

o

oy

LV

Wi

O

O

~, DATE COMPLETEO: T/13/78

STATION (SOURCE) NGy :

DRAINAGE BagINt 12 NY GAZETTEER NO? 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA
COORDIMATES: 43 DEG 06' 26"N, 75 DEG i2' 43"W !
COMMON NAME INCL SUBw'SHED: UNIVERSAL wASTE INC, UTICACLD) :

EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMPLE SITE a4 LUZ=4
TYPE CF SAMPLE; 39 MISC, LIQ, WASTE
MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLINGS FROM 00/00 TO 07714715

REPORT SENT TOp CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (o) FED (0) CHEM (0)
PARAMETER UNTT  RESULT

039803 PeCyBos AROCLOR 1221 MCG/G 0.1

038103 P,C.B,, AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G z;‘

038003 - P,C.B.sr AROCLOR 1016/1242 MCG/G 2.

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
WATERTOWN STATE OFFICE BDG '
317 WASHINGTON STREET

WATERTOWN, N,Y, 13%01' SUBMITTED BY:

J

NOTATION
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF LABORATORIES AND RESEARCH
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
. (RPAGE 1 OF 1)
LAB ACCESSIGN NOt 00629 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'DI 77/07/15/11

REPORTING LABt 17 EHC ALBANY

PROGRAMt 520 INDUSTRIAL WASTES

STATION {SQURCE) NO3 '

DRAINAGE 2ASIND 12 NY GAZETTEER NO: 3202 COUNTYD ONEIDA
COORDINATESt 43 DEG 06' 20"N, 75 DEG 12! 43"w

COMMON NAME INCL SUBW'SHED: UNIVERSAL WASTE INC, UTICA (C)

EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMPLE SITE #5 LUZw=S
TYPE OF SAMPLE: 39 MISC, LIGQ, WASTE

MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLINGI FRGM 00/00 TO 07/14/15

0

0 w O W O

@

@

QO

C O

- Q

REPORT SENT TO1 €0 (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (6) FED (0) CHEM (0)
PARAMETER | UNLT RESULY

038003 P,C.B,, AROCLOR 1016/1242 MCG/G 47800,

038103 P,C.8,s AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 3700,

039803 PeC.B,s AROCLOR 1221 MCG/G 0.1

DATE COMPLETED® 7/0S5/78

NYS OEPT, GF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
WATERTQWN STATE OFFICE BODG

317 WASHINGTON STREET

WATERTOWN, N,Y, 13601

NOTATION

LY

SUBMITTED BY: J LUZ
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0189 . Mew YORK STATE DerARITENT Ik R ALITHA
' DIVISION OF LABNRATQORIES AND RFSEARCH
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
' (PAGE 1 OF 1)
LAB ACCESSTION NO: 00628 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 77/07/15/711

REPORTING LAB: 17 EHC ALBANY
PROGRAM: S20 INDUSTRIAL WASTES
STATION (SOURCE) NO:

‘ DRAINAGE BASIN: 12 NY GAZETTEER N0t 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA

)

o

C

COORDINATES: 43 DEG 06' 30"N, 75 DEG 12' 43"
COMMON NAME INCL SUB®W'SHED: UNIVERSAL WASTE INC DUPLICATE RESPORT

EXACT SAMPLING POINT: SAMFLE SITE #6 LUl=6

TYPE OF SAMPLE: 39 MISC, LIQ, WASTE

MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLINGS FROM 00/0n TO 07/14/15

REPORT SENT TO: CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (o) FED (0) CHEM {(0)

PARAME TER - ©uNIT RESULT  NOTATION
038003 P.C.B.s AROCLOR 1016/1242 MCG/G 1800,
038103 P.C,B,s AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 29000,

DATE COMPLETED: 3/22/79

—

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIRONMEMTAL CONSERVATION

UTICA STATE OFFICE SUILDING

207 GENESEE STREET

UTICA, N,Y, 13500 SUBMITTED RBY: {UZ
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MEW YORK FSTATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTHM N
DIVISION OF LABORATORIES AND RESEARCH '
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER .

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
(PAGE 1 OF 1)
LAB ACCESSION NOt1 00627 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'D: 77/07/15/1t

"REPORTING LABS 17 EHC ALBANY

»

)

e O

o O O

L )

O

-~

O

C

's)

PROGRAMt 520 INDUSTRIAL WASTES

STATION (SQURCE) NOt

DRAINAGE BASINi 12 NY GAZETTEER NO$ 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA
COORDINATES: 43 DEG 06' 20"N, 75 DEG t2' 43"W

COMMON NAME INCL SUBW'!SHED: UNIVERSAL WASTE INC, UTICA (C)

EXACT SAMPLING POINTS SAMPLE SITE #7 LUZI=7

TYPE OF SAMPLESY 39 MISC, LIQ, WASTE

MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLING! FROM 00/00 YO 07/04/15

REPORT SENT TO; CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (€) LHO (0) FED {(0) CHEM (0)

PARAMETER . UNIT RESULT NOTATION

038003 P.C.B,s AROCLOR 1016/1242 MCG/G 8.
038103 P,C,B,s AROCLOR 1254 MCG/G 60,
039803 P.C.B., AROCLOR 1221 MEG/G 0.1 LT

o O @

DATE COMPLETED: 7/05/78

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMSERVATION
NATERTOWN STATE OFFICE BDG
317 WASHINGTON STREEY
. WATERTOWN, N,Y, 13601 , SUBMITTED BYt LUZ
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF LABORATORIES AND RESEARCH
' ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER .
INTERIM REPORT INTERIM REPORT INTERIM REPORT

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
(PAGE § OF 1)

REPORTING LABt 10 EHC ALBANY

LAB ACCESSION NO3 07554 YR/MO/DAY/MR SAMPLE REC'DS 77/07/1S/11
PROGRAMI 520 INDUSTRTAL WASTES ' ,

STATION (SOURCE) NOi

DRAINAGE BagINt 12 NY GAZETTEER NO! 3202 COUNTY! GNEIDA
COORDINATES: 43 DEG 06' 20"N, 75 DEG {2' 43"w

COMMON NAME INCL SUBW'SHEDE UNIVERSAL wASTE INC, C UTICA

EXACT SAMPLING POINT! SAMPLE SITE #8 LUZ=8

TYPE OF SAMPLE) 39 MISC, LG, WASTE

MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLINGI FROM 00/00 TO 07/14/15 =

REPORT SENT T01 €O (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (o) FED (0) CHEM (0)

PARANETER : UNTT RESULT NOTATION
010001 IRON ' - MG/L 0,76
009701 . CADMIUM MG/L 0,03 : LY
009801 . CHROMIUM, (ALL VALENCES) MG/ RESULY 7O FOLLOW
009901 COPPER S Me/L 0,05 LT
010901 ZINC : - MG/L 0,05 LY

DATE COMPLETED: 8/10/77

-

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

WATERTOWN STATE OFFICE 806

317 WASHINGTOM STREET

“ATERTOHN, NeYe 13601 ' -+ SUBMITTED BYt J LUZ
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NEw YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF LABURATORIES AND KESEARCH
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF EXAMINATIOM
(PAGE 1 OF 1)

“LAB ACCESSION NO: 07555 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC'Ds 77/07/15/11

REPQRTING LAB: 10 EHC ALBANY

"PROGRAM: 520 INDUSTRIAL WASTES

STATION (SOURCE) NO:

OKAINAGE BASIN: 12 MY GAZETTEER NO: 3202 COUNTY: ONEIDA
“COORDINATES: 45 DEG 06' 20"N, 75 DEL 12' 43"

COMMON NAME INCL SUBW'SHED: UNIVERSAL WASTE INC C UTICA

DEXACT SAMPLING POINT: SaMPLE SITE #9 LUZ=9
TYPE OF SAMPLE: 39 MISC, LIW, #ASTE
MO/DAY/HR OF SAMPLING: FROM 00/90 TO 07/14/16
DREPQORT SENT T0: CO (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (0) FEC (0) CHEM (0Q)

PARAMETER UNIT RESULT
J
™010001 IRON : . MG/L 5.6
009701 CADMIUM v MG /L 0,02
5 .
009801 CHROUMIUM, (ALL VALENCES) MG /L 0,1
(3009901 COPPER MG/L 0,05
010901 ZINC . MG/L 0,09
2]
e
)
)

"DATE COMPLETED: 8/11/77

Plan
1t
W

5 W

(L

-—

NYS DEPT, UF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

WATERTOWN STATE OFFICE BDG

317 wASHINGTON STREET

WATERTOWN, N,Y, 13601 SUBMITTED BY: J

B

NOTATION

LT

LT
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e ' MEa YORK STATE DEPARTMEST OF HEALTH
s ‘ DIVISION OF LABORATORTES AND RESEARCH
: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER

RESULTS OF FxaAMINATION
(PAGE ! QF 1)
. LAR ACCESSION NOg 00634 YR/MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE REC!'DS 77/07/15/11

REPORTING LARg 17 GRIFFIN LAR

-, PRUGRAMI 520 INDUSTRTA[ ~ASTES

<~ STATION (SOURCE)} MOS |
DRATMAGE SASIN NY GAZETTEER 30t 3202 COounTY: ONEIDA a
rnnonINATESE 43 DEG 06') 20"N, 75 DEG f2' 43"w \
CaMMON NAME INCL SUBw'SHED! UMIVERSAL WASTE Ine uTICA (C)

.. ExAcT SAMPLING POIMTy SAMPLE SITE #10 LUZ=1C

-~ TyPE OF SAMPLE?! 39 415C, LIQ, #ASTE

MO/NAY/HR OF SAMPLING: FROM go/00 TO 07/14/16

REPORT SENT TOt1 CO (1) R0 (2) LPHE (0) LHC (0) FED (0) CHEM (0)

PARAMETER TR A1 : RESULT NOTATION

B,

~ 041109 TRICHLOROETHYLENE N MCG/L 1000, 6T

W W

)

\‘;;;ﬂ .

“~ DaTE COMPLETEDY 7/22/477

'
s

NYS DEPT, OF ENVIROMMENTAL CONSERVATINN
WATERTOWN STATE OFFICE ROG

317 WASHINGTON STREET

WATERTOWN, N,Y, 13601
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- . NEw YORK STATE DPEPARTMFMT NF HFALTH
’ C DIVISION OF LABORATORIES sND RESFARCH
d R ENYIRCONMENTAL HMEALTH CENMTER :

RFSULTS OF EXaMINATIONM
(PAGE 1 OF 13
- LaB ACCESSION NOg 00835 YO /MO/DAY/HR SAMPLE RFC'DY 777077157141

REFARTING LABSY 17 GRIFFIN LAS
. PRCGRAMS S20 INDUSTRIAL N~ASTES
- S§TATION (SOURCE) NO3 .
DRAINAGE BASING MY GAZETTEER NQ$ 3202 COUNTYS OMEIDA
COORDINATES) 43 DEG 06! 20"N, 75 DEG 12! 43"w
coMMON NAME INCL SUBW'SHEDY UNIVERSAL WASTE INC UTICA(C)

. ExACT SAMPLING POINTy SAMPLF SITE #1 LUZ=11
' TyPF OF SAMPLE! 39 MISC, LIA, WASTE

MOo/pAY/HR OF SAMPLINGS FROM 00/00 TO0 07/14/16

REPQRT SENT TGS €O (1) RO (2) LPHE (0) LHO (0) FED (03) CHEM (0)

PARAMETER , UNTT RESULT
2 041109 TRICHLOROETHYLENE MCG/L . 1000,
)
o
o
2

-

C) DATF COMPLETENt 7/22/77

O
NYS NEPT, OF ENVIRNNMENTAL CONSERVATION
o wATERTOwWN STATE OFFICE BOG
317 AASHIMGTON STREFT _ :
ATERTOWN, N,Y, 13601 "SUBMITTED 8Y:
'S .
|
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